05 DISCIPLESHIP - GROWING UP!

HOW DOES BEING A CHRISTIAN AFFECT ME SOCIALLY, WITH REGARD TO THE UNSAVED?

    In God’s Word we’re told to honor all men, and how better can we do that, than by sharing Jesus Christ with them as we’re told;
(1) 1Pet.2:17 “Honor all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor.
    But in order to share Jesus Christ effectively, we must be at peace with all, in so far as that’s within our power.
(2) Tit.3:1-2 “Remind one another to be submissive to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for any honest work, to speak evil of no one, to avoid quarreling, to be gentle, and to show perfect courtesy to all men.”
(3) Rom.12:18 “If possible, in so far as it depends on you live peaceably with all men.”
(4) Heb.12:14 “Strive for peace with all men, and for the holiness, without which no one will see the Lord.”
    Patient endurance, and genuine love, are the keys to being at peace with all;

(5) Phil.4:5-7 “Let all men know your forbearance. The Lord is at hand. Have no anxiety about anything, but in everything, by prayer and supplication, with thanks-giving, let your request be made know to God. Then the peace of God, which passes understanding, will keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.”
    And;

(6) 1Thess.3:12 “May the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another, and toward all men.”
    We must remember that God wants all saved.
(7) 1Tim.2:1-4 “First of all I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all men; for kings, and for all that are in high places, that we may lead a quite and peaceable life, godly and respectful in every way. This is good, and is acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour, who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.”
(8) 2Pet.3:9 “The Lord is not slow about his promises as some count slowness, but is forbearing toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.”
(9) Ezek.33:11 “As I live, says the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked should turn from his way and live.”
    So we must speak and live as the Word of God intends us to speak and live;
(10) Acts 1:8 “You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea, in Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”
(11) Eph.4:1 “I beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you were called.”
    But just living the Word alone is not enough; we must also speak it;

(12) Rom. 10:14-15 “How can men call on him in whom they have not believed? And how can men believe in him of whom they have not heard? And how are they to hear without a preacher?
    But everything we do or say is pointless while there is any form of division in our hearts. Remember;
(13) Jh.17:20-23 “I do not pray for these only, but for all who believe in me through their word, that they may be one, even as you Father are in me, and I in you, that they may also be in us, that the world my believe that you have sent me.
    The glory which you have given to me, I have given to them, that they may be one, even as we are one. I in them, and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you have sent me, and have loved them even as you have loved me.”
    And of course, without our God’s everyday help we’ll fail to be his witnesses; we’ll fail to live as we ought; our words to others will be powerless; unity with all our brothers and sisters will be impossible; unless we join our hearts and souls to the spirit of the Word recorded in;

(14) Col.1:9-13 “From the day we heard of your faith we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that you may lead a life worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God. May you be strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, for all endurance and patience, with joy giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in light.”
    Our lives must be such that they show we really care about people, not just about getting numbers into our groups;

(15) Gal.6:10 “As we have opportunity, let us do good to all men, and especially to those who are of the household of faith.”
    Finally, we must take up our responsibilities to all true believers of God’s Word.

(16) 1Thes.5:14-15 “We exhort you brethren, admonish the idlers, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with all. See that none of you repays evil for evil, but always seek to do good to one another, and to all.”
(17) Rom.12:3-8 “By the grace given to me, I bid every one among you not to think of himself more highly than he ought, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith which God has assigned to him. For all the members do not have the same function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another. Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: 

If prophesy, in proportion to our faith; 
If service, in our serving; 
He who teaches, in his teaching; 
He who exhorts, in his exhortation; 
He who contributes, in his liberality; 
He who gives aid, with zeal; 
He who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness”
Unless we’re prepared, and wholeheartedly willing, by our God’s strength, to do ALL of these things, we’ll fail in our social responsibility to the world, and we may even end up being just social workers, forgetting that our single greatest social responsibility to the people of this world is, in reality, a spiritual one.
06 DISCIPLESHIP - GROWING UP!

HOW DOES BEING A CHRISTIAN AFFECT ME SOCIALLY, WITH REGARD TO CHRISTIANS?

    The single most important command which Jesus gave us, in regard to our relationship with other believers was in;
(1) Jh.13:34-35 “A new commandment I give you that you love one another; even as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”
    And we’re told of how Jesus showed his love for the church in;

(2) Eph.5:25-26 “Husbands, love your wives as Christ loved the church, and gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the Word.”
    We find what our attitude to our brothers and sisters must be, if we’re to follow in Jesus steps, in;

(3) Phil.2:5-8 “Have this mind among you which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not counts equality with God a thing to be grasped, but he emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of man. And being found in human form, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even death on a cross.”
    The practical living out of that love of the brethren is clearly laid out for us in;

(4) Rom.12:3-8 “By the grace given to me I bid every one among you not to think of himself more highly than he ought, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith which God has assigned him. 

    For, as in one body we have many members, and all those members do not have the same function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another. Having gifts that differ, according to the grace given to us, let us use them; if prophesy, in proportion to our faith; if service, in our serving; he who teaches, in his teaching; he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who contributes, in his liberality; he who gives aid, with zeal; he who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.”

    And out duty of care towards one another is shown in;

(5) Gal.6:1-2 “If a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Look to yourselves, lest you too be tempted. Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.”
    Humility is the main key to carrying out this duty of care, in the way God intended. And it really does require humility, if we’re to do as we’re told in;

(6) James.5:16 “Confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed.”

    Make no mistake about it, this is not talking about confessing the thoughts we may have had about others, unless of course we voice them to someone else. If we’ve kept the thoughts to ourselves, and even if we’ve dwelt on them, then, any sin involved is between God and us, and it’s only to him we must confess. Otherwise, we’re in danger of starting a train of events which could lead to great difficulties for the other party, whether that’s the person those thoughts were about, or someone else who was unfortunate enough to be on the receiving end of our voiced, nasty emotions; because, unless we shared our thoughts, no one can know anything of what’s been going on in our minds except God and us. But remember, if we have shared those thoughts with some other person, then it’s absolutely necessary for us to confess our sin against that person, and ask their forgiveness.

    But if we’ll willingly cloth ourselves with humility toward one another, then we’ll experience the truth of;

(7) Ps.133:1 “See how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell together in unity!”
    And humility will enable us, by the Spirit, to fully and properly obey, in the more difficult areas of;

(8) 1Cor.5:9-13 “I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with immoral men; not at all meaning the immoral of this world, or the greedy or robbers, or idolaters, for then you would need to go out of the world. But rather I wrote to you not to associate with anyone who bears the name of brother if he is guilty of immorality or greed, or is an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or robber; not even to eat with such a one. For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Is it not those inside the church which you are to judge? God judges the outsiders. So, “Drive out the wicked person from among you.” 

    But this judging of fellow Christians must not be carried out according to our own human standards of right and wrong, remember;

(9) Matt.7:1-5 “Do not judge and you will not be judged. For with the judgment you pronounce, you will be judged. And the measure you give will be the measure you get. Why do you see the speck in your brother’s eye, and do not notice the log that is in your own? Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when there is a log in your own? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, then you will be able to see clearly to take the speck out of your brother’s eye.”

    It’s vital to remember also, that we have a duty of care to help remove the speck from our brother’s or sister’s eye, so we cannot just remain silent. It’s not an option. 

    But we must be able to see clearly so as to do what we must do. So, first we have to remove our own log, and that’s where ‘confessing our sins to one another’ really comes into play.

    Again, we read in;

(10) Luke.17:3-4 “Take heed to yourselves; if your brother sins, rebuke him. If he repents, forgive him. If he sins against you seven time in one day, and turns to you seven times, and says, “I repent,” you must forgive him.”

These really are the more difficult areas of our duty of care.

    Again we must remember what the Lord Jesus tells us in;

(11) Mat.5:23-24 “If you are offering your gift at the alter, and there remember that your brother has something against you, leave your gift there before the alter, and go, be reconciled with your brother, and then come and offer your gift.”

    Plus;

(12) Luke.6:37-38 “Do not judge and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. Give, and it will be given to you; good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be put into your lap. For the measure you give, will be the measure you get back.

    It’s so important to do everything in our power to maintain the unity of the body, and to maintain peace between our brothers and sisters.

    Always remember the warning of;

(13) Rom.2:1 “You have no excuse when you judge another, for in passing judgment on him, you condemn yourself, because you, the judge, are doing the same things.”

    We must watch ourselves, so as to make sure we’re not doing the very things we’re seeing in others.

    The Word tells us in;

(14) Rom.14:4 “Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another? It is before his own master that each stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Master is able to make him stand.”

    Remember also;

(15) Rom.14:10-12 “Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or why do you despise your brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. It is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee will bow to me, and every tongue will confess to God.”

    Mercy, understanding, and compassion are vital. Everything must be for building up the body of Christ.

    However, all of those scriptures must be balanced with;

(16) 1Cor.2:15 “The spiritual man judges all things, but is himself to be judged by no one.”

    Because Jesus said in;

(17) John 7:24 “Do not judge by appearances, but judge with right judgment.”

    And we must not forget what we’ve read in; 

(18) 1Cor.5:12-13 “What have I to do with judging outsiders? Is it not those inside the church which you are to judge? God judges the outsiders. So, “Drive out the wicked person from among you.” 

    It’s vital for us not to forget that we do have a judge to answer to;

(19) John 12:48 “He who rejects me, and does not receive my sayings, has a judge; the Word that I have spoken will be his judge on the last day.”
(20) John 15:22 “If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not have sin, but now they have no excuse for their sin.”

    So, clearly, it’s God’s Word which does the final judging, and we must agree, in word and deed, with it’s judgment of false christians, as we’ve already seen in;

(21) 1Cor.5:12-13 “What have I to do with judging outsiders? Is it not those inside the church which you are to judge? God judges the outsiders. So, “Drive out the wicked person from among you.”

    Now add;

(22) 2Thes.3:6-8 “Keep away from any brother that lives in idleness and not in accord with the tradition you received from us. For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we were not idle when we were with you. We did not eat anyone’s bread without paying, but with toil and labour we worked night and day, that we might not burden any of you.”

And;

(23) Rom.16:17 “Take note of those who create dissentions and difficulties, in opposition to the doctrine you have been taught. Avoid them!”

    Now, remembering again;

(24) 1Cor.5:13 “Drive out the wicked person from among you.” 

    Think about how we must apply;

(25) Ecc.8:11 “Because sentence against an evil deed is not speedily executed, the heart of the sons of men is fully set to do evil.”
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HOW BEING A CHRISTIAN AFFECTS ME MENTALLY?

Sect 1

    It would appear that in our world today a very great number of people are under enormous mental pressures about any number of things. Just surviving financially can be very difficult. Then there are all the health problems we face, the uncertainties about work, the worries about children and drugs, the list goes on and on. As a result of all this pressure we have had colossal increases in heart failure, and related diseases.  

    It would appear that we may very well be in the time talked about in;

(1) Is.13:6-8 “Wail, for the Day of the Lord is near; as destruction from the Almighty it will come! Therefore all hands will be feeble, and every man’s heart will melt, and they will be dismayed. Pangs and agony will seize them; they will be in agony like a woman in travail. They will look aghast at one another; their faces will be aflame.”

    While these pressures and troubles are so real for many people, yet, for those of us who have the Spirit of the Living God in us, all has changed. We read in;

(2) 2Cor.5:17 “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has passed away; the new has come.”

    By faith in the truth of God’s Word, we have a secret wisdom, a wisdom which is hidden from the world, and which now lets us know God's future plans for us.

(3) 1Cor.2:7-16 “We impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which he decreed before the ages for our glorification. None of the rulers of this age understood this; if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory; as it is written, “No eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man conceived, what God has prepared for those who love him.”

    God has revealed these things to us through his Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God. For what person knows a man, except the spirit of the man within him? So also, no one comprehends the thoughts of God, except the Spirit of God. And we have not received the spirit of the world, but the Spirit which is from God, that we might understand the gifts bestowed on us by God. And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom, but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truth to those who possess the Spirit.”

    All this is so, because those of us who have been truly reborn of God’s Word, by his Spirit, have the Spirit of Christ living in us, and if we give him control, he creates within us all new thought patterns and values.

(4) 1Cor.2:16 “Who has known the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ.”

    But if we don’t give him control, death is the answer;

(5) Rom.8:13 “If we live according to the flesh, we will die; but if, by the Spirit, we put to death the deeds of the flesh, we will live.”

    Yet, what a difference there is when we obey;

(6) 2Cor.3:18 “We all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being changed into his likeness, from one degree of glory to another. And this comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.”

    When this changing begins to take place, and that will happen, if we willingly submit ourselves to the Spirit’s control, then we’ll be able to do as we’re told in;

(7) Eph.4:22-24 “Put off the old nature which belongs to you former manner of life, and is corrupt through deceitful lusts. Be renewed in the spirit of your minds. Put on the new nature, created in the likeness of God, in true righteousness and holiness.”

    And the result of that putting off, being renewed, and putting on, will be real insight into God’s own heart;

(8) Rom.12:2 “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your minds, that you may know what the will of God is, what is good and perfect and acceptable.”

    If we will only keep faith in the truth God’s Word, which tells us that our old natural spirit of anxiety and fearfulness has been conquered for us by Jesus on the cross, and that we have been given a new spirit, which is continually being empowered by the Holy Spirit within us, then we will experience in our lives the reality of having a sound mind (KJ), or self-control. (RSV)

(9) 2Tim.l:7 “God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but of power, of love, and of self-control.”

    That same Holy Spirit produces much good fruit within us. And he does this, so that it may show in our lives, to the glory of God;

(10) Gal.5:22-23 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control, against such there is no law.”

    This good fruit brings God’s loving attention to us.

(11) Is.61:2 “This is the one to whom I will look, he who is gentle and contrite in spirit, and trembles at my Word.”

    And it enables us to joyfully obey;

(12) 1Pet.1:13 “Gird up your minds. Be sober. Set your hope fully on the grace that is coming to you at the revelation of Christ Jesus.”

    Remember, the Holy Spirit, who is at work in us, wants to produce within the whole body of Christ, a unity of spirit, mind, heart, soul and judgment, first of all between God's Word and us, and then on the basis of that, between one another.
(13) John.17:17-21 “Sanctify them in the truth. Your Word is truth! As you, Father, sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world; and for their sake I consecrate myself, that they also may be consecrated in the truth. 

    I do not pray for these only, but for all who believe in me through their word, that they may all be one, even as you Father, are in me, and I in you, that they may also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me.”

    He also empowers us to do as we’re told in;

(14) Phil.1:27 “Let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ.”

    And he makes it possible for us to follow the example of the believers in;

(15) Acts 4:32 “The company of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one said that any of the things he possessed was his own, but they had everything in common.”

    And he generates within us the eagerness described in;

(16) Eph.4:1-3 “Lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all lowliness and meekness, with patience forbearing one another in love, eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”

    And he makes it possible for us to have none of the disunity, which was already starting to appear in the church at Corinth;

(17) lCor.l:10 “I appeal to you brethren, by the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, and that there be no dissentions among you, but that you be united in the same mind, and the same judgment.”
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HOW BEING A CHRISTIAN AFFECTS ME MENTALLY?

Sect 2

    For those of us who have been reborn of God, the thought of just not knowing what is the right thing to do has been removed, and what God requires has been written on our hearts in its place. This is the new covenant we’re under with our God, in Jesus Christ.

(1) Heb.8:10 “This is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord. I will put my laws in their minds, and write them on their hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.”

    This is done, not by our efforts, but by the Spirit of the living God within us, as we read in;

(2) 1Jn.2:27 “The anointing which you received from him abides in you, and you have no need to have anyone teach you, for his anointing teaches you about all things, and what he teaches is true and not a lie. Just as he has taught you, abide in him.

    So, if we’ll listen, look, learn, and persevere, then we’ll experience the truth of;

(3) Jas.l:25 “He who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets, but a doer who acts, he shall be blessed in his doing.”

    We’re empowered by the Spirit of God’s Word to experience;

(4) Jn.l:12 “To all who receive him, who believe in his name, to them he gave power to become children of God.”

    Then we’ll also be empowered to know the reality of;

(5) Matt.7:24-27 “Everyone who hears these words of mine, and does them, will be like a wise man who built his house upon the rock; and the rains fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon the house, but it did not fall because it was founded on the rock. 

    And everyone who hears these words of mine, and does not do them will be like a foolish man who built his house upon the sand; and the rains fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon the house, and it fell, and its fall was very great.”

    And we’ll be able to experience the challenge of;

(6) Jas.2:8-13 “If you really fulfil the royal law, according to the scriptures, ‘You shall love your neighbour as yourself,’ you do well. But if you show partiality, you commit sin, and are convicted by the law as transgressors. For whoever keeps the whole law, but fails in one point, has become guilty of all of it. 

    For he who said, ‘Do not commit adultery,’ said also, ‘Do not kill.’ If you do not commit adultery, but do kill, you have become a transgressor of the law. So speak and act as those who are to be judged under the law of liberty; for judgment is without mercy to one who has not shown mercy; yet mercy triumphs over judgment.”

    Plus, we’ll know the joy of;
(7) Gal.6:2 “Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.”

    And of;

(8) Mat.25:40 “Whatever you have done for one of these, the least of my brethren, you have done for me.” 

    And we’ll avoid knowing the disaster consequences of;

(9) Matt.25:45 “Whatever you have failed to do for one of these, you failed to do for me.”
    Hopelessness will have been taken away, and replaced with an eternal hope which will never fail.

(10) Rom.5:1-5 “Since we are justified by faith we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Through him we have obtained access to the grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in our hope of sharing the glory of God.

    More than that; we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because the love of God has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit which has been given to us.”

    This is the sure and certain hope of;

(11) Heb.6:13-20 “When God desired to show more convincingly to the heirs of the promise the unchangeable character of his purpose, he interposed with an oath, so that through two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible that God should prove false, we who have fled for refuge might have strong encouragement to seize the hope which is set before us. 

    We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of our souls, a hope that enters into the shrine behind the curtain, where Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our behalf, having become a priest for ever after the order of Malchizedek.”

    And;

(12) 1Pet.1:3-4 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy we have been born anew to a living hope through the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead, and to an inheritance imperishable, unfading, and undefiled, kept in heaven for you.”

    We have even been shown how to maintain this certain hope in the face of persecution and trouble of every kind, in;

(13) Lam.3:21-33 “But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope. The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning. Great is your faithfulness! The Lord is my portion, says my soul, therefore I will hope in him.

    The Lord is good to those who wait for him, to the soul that seeks him. It is good that one should wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord. It is good for a man that he bears the yoke in his youth. Let him sit alone in silence when he has laid it on him; let him put his mouth in the dust; there may yet be hope. Let him give his cheek to the smiter, and be filled with insults.

    For the Lord will not cast off for ever, but, though he causes grief, he will have compassion, according to the abundance of his steadfast love; for he does not willingly afflict or grieve the sons of men.”

    But remember, everything depends on our trust in the truth of God’s Word;

(14) Rom.4:16-22 “Everything depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace, and be guaranteed to all Abraham’s descendants; not only to those who adhere to the law, but to those who share the faith of Abraham, for he is the father of us all. As it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations.” 

    In the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead, and who calls into existence the things which do not exist, in hope he believed against hope, that he should become the father of many nations, as he told him, ‘So shall your descendants be.’

    He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was as good as dead, because he was about one hundred years old, or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith, AS he gave glory to God. Fully convinced that God was able to do what he promised. That is why his faith was reckoned to him as righteousness.”

    And simply because we have been commanded to love God and one another, we know that this love is seated, not in our feelings or emotions, but in the mind; in the will. 

    But while the love God requires of us is based in our will, which Jesus Christ set free for us on Calvary, nevertheless, this love of the mind will produce emotions, very deep emotions, which we would be very foolish to try to quell, because, this in turn, would put us back in a type of bondage. And we’d deny ourselves the pure joy and delight of experiencing the reality of;

(15) Mat.22:37-40 “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the first and the great command. And there is a second which is like it, ‘You shall love your neighbour as yourself.’ On these two commandments, all the law, and the prophets, depend.”

    But always remember that God requires unity of us;

(16) Phil.2:2 “Complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind.”

    And we must remember to behave in such a way so as not to have applied to us the words of scripture in;

(17) 2Cor.6:11-13 “Our mouth is open to you; our heart is wide. You are not restrained by us, but you are restrained in your own affections. In return, widen your hearts also.”
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